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(57) ABSTRACT

A mounting bracket for an electrical motor having two
mounting interfaces at different distances from the bottom
surface to be used in combination with two stator frames of
different sizes. A method for obtaining equal shaft heights for
electrical motors having stator frames of different sizes.

14 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
MOTOR MOUNTING BRACKET

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of pending Inter-
national Patent Application PCT/EP2009/053211 filed on
Mar. 18, 2009, which designates the United States, and the
content of which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a motor mounting bracket
for an electrical motor. It also relates to a method for obtaining
equal shaft heights for electrical motors having stator frames
of different sizes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A stator frame constitutes the main body of an electrical
motor and comprises interface surfaces for connecting other
components and fixing them in position. The motor typically
stands on mounting brackets to be securely mounted to a
stationary support structure such as floor, work table, etc. The
mounting brackets are attached to the underside of the stator
frame, the stator frame comprising abutments to be supported
on corresponding mounting interfaces on the mounting
brackets. The shaft height of the motor is thereby partly
defined by the mounting bracket height. The shaft heights of
electrical motors are standardized, and there are motor series
having a plurality of different stator frame sizes with equal
shaft height. This means that a motor with a certain shaft
height can be based on either a larger or a smaller stator frame.
To meet the correct height according to the intended stan-
dards, different sizes of mounting brackets are needed.
Motors based on bigger stator frames need lower mounting
brackets and motors based on smaller stator frames need
higher mounting brackets.

The mounting brackets typically have through holes for
attachment to some support structure (floor) and to the stator
frame, respectively. Not only the shaft height but also the
pattern the through holes define for securing the mounting
brackets to the support structure is standardized as well as the
position of the hole pattern in relation to the motor shaft. A
motor shaft typically comprises a shoulder separating two
different shaft diameters, and the standards define the posi-
tion of the hole pattern in relation to the axis of the motor shaft
and the shoulder. Each stator frame size has a corresponding
unique mounting bracket design, and the use of a correct
mounting bracket article leads to a correct shaft height and to
a correct hole pattern.

Since the mounting brackets are unique for each stator
frame size the number of mounting bracket articles becomes
large.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One object of the invention is to reduce the number of
mounting bracket articles for a series of electrical motors.

A further object of the invention is to provide an improved
method for obtaining a substantially equal shaft height for
electrical motors having stator frames of different sizes.

These objects are achieved by the device according to the
claims.

The invention is based on the realization that the use of
unique mounting brackets for each stator frame size leads to
an unnecessary large number of mounting bracket articles. It
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is possible to combine two or more unique motor mounting
bracket designs into one such that the resulting mounting
bracket can be used in combination with two or more stator
frames of different sizes.

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a mounting bracket for an electrical motor, the mount-
ing bracket comprising a bottom surface configured to be
mounted to a support structure, a first mounting interface
configured to support a stator frame of a first size, said first
mounting interface having a first distance from the bottom
surface, and a second mounting interface configured to sup-
port a stator frame of a second size, said second mounting
interface having a second distance from the bottom surface,
the second distance being different from the first distance.

When dimensioned appropriately, a mounting bracket
comprising two mounting interfaces at different distances
from the bottom surface can be used in combination with two
stator frames of different sizes in order to obtain an equal
shaft height. Two conventional mounting bracket articles can
thereby be replaced by one mounting bracket article accord-
ing to the invention.

The bottom surface may comprise a substantially planar
section, and the first and second mounting interfaces may
comprise substantially planar sections which are substan-
tially parallel with the substantially planar section of the
bottom surface. A planar bottom surface together with planar
and parallel mounting interfaces constitutes a component
with a simple geometry and steady structure. Planar bottom
surface is the most natural choice for supporting the motor on
a floor or other planar structure, but the shape of the bottom
surface can be modified to correspond to the intended support
structure. The bottom surface can also comprise an intercon-
necting feature the shape of which is configured to intercon-
nect with a counterpart at the support structure to thereby
ensure a correct positioning of the mounting bracket in rela-
tion to the support structure. The mounting interfaces and the
stator frame abutments can comprise similar pairs of inter-
connecting features to ensure a correct positioning of the
mounting bracket in relation to the stator frame. The inter-
connecting features can e.g. comprise a hole, a pin, a cone, a
spherical surface or an inclined planar surface, the counter-
part comprising a corresponding negative feature.

The mounting bracket may comprise at least three mount-
ing interfaces at different distances from the bottom surface,
each mounting interface being configured to support a stator
frame. The number of mounting interfaces is not limited to
two but there may be any number of them. In practice the need
of different mounting interfaces is limited by the number of
different stator frame sizes in a motor series.

The mounting bracket may comprise a bottom hole
through the bottom surface. A simple and universal attach-
ment of the mounting bracket to the support structure is
enabled when the mounting bracket is provided with a hole
through the bottom surface.

The mounting bracket may comprise a plurality of bottom
holes, and the positions of the bottom holes may correspond
to a hole pattern according to an industrial standard. The hole
patterns of the bottom holes are standardized and the products
are to follow a standard to be widely applicable. In case there
are several different standards or one standard comprising
alternative hole patterns, the number and positions of the
bottom holes can be configured to correspond several alter-
native standard hole patterns. The industrial standard to be
followed may be an IEC (International Electrotechnical
Commission) standard or an NEMA (National Electrical
Manufacturers Association) standard. The IEC standard and
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the NEMA standard are widely used and preferable standards
covering the field of electrical motors.

Each of the mounting interfaces may be divided in at least
two portions. A stable support is obtained when the mounting
interfaces are divided in more than one portions.

The mounting bracket may comprise an interface hole
through each interface. A simple and universal attachment of
the mounting bracket to the stator frame is enabled when the
mounting bracket is provided with a hole through each inter-
face.

According to a second aspect of the invention, there is
provided a motor assembly comprising a stator frame, and a
mounting bracket according to the first aspect of the inven-
tion, wherein the stator frame is supported on one of the
mounting interfaces of the mounting bracket. The mounting
bracket according to the first aspect of the invention fulfils its
function only in combination with a stator frame. The stator
frame has to be configured to be supported on the mounting
bracket i.e. the stator frame has to comprise an abutment that
coincides with one of the mounting interfaces. The stator
frame and the mounting bracket are thereby inter-relater
products that constitute an entity.

The motor assembly may comprise a plurality of identical
mounting brackets, the stator frame being supported on one of
the mounting interfaces of each mounting bracket. The num-
ber of mounting bracket articles is further reduced when all
the mounting brackets comprised in a motor assembly are
identical. The use of identical mounting brackets is enabled
by making the hole patterns symmetrical. The remaining
structure of the mounting bracket may also be symmetrical.

The assembly may further comprise a motor shaft having a
shoulder, and the mounting brackets may comprise a plurality
of bottom holes, and the positions of the bottom holes in
relation to the axis of the motor shaft and the position of the
shoulder may correspond to an industrial standard. The posi-
tions of the bottom holes in relation to the axis of the motor
shaft and the position of the shoulder on the motor shaft are
standardized and the products are to follow a standard to be
widely applicable. In case there are several different stan-
dards or one standard comprising a plurality of alternatives,
the number and positions of the bottom holes can be config-
ured to correspond several alternative standards. The indus-
trial standard to be followed may be an IEC standard or a
NEMA standard.

According to a third aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a combination comprising two motor assemblies
according to the second aspect of the invention, wherein the
first motor assembly comprises a first stator frame of a first
size, and the second motor assembly comprises a second
stator frame of a second size, the first size being different from
the second size, the first and the second stator frames being
supported on mounting interfaces having different distances
from the corresponding bottom surfaces, the first and the
second motor assemblies having a substantially equal shaft
height, the shaft height being defined by the distance between
the axis of the motor shaft and the bottom surface.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, there is
provided a method for obtaining a substantially equal shaft
height for a first and second electrical motors having stator
frames of different sizes, the method comprising: a) provid-
ing a first and second stator frames of different sizes, b)
providing a first and second mounting brackets, each of the
first and second mounting brackets comprising a bottom sur-
face configured to be mounted to a support structure, and a
first and second mounting interfaces at different distances
from the bottom surface, each mounting interface being con-
figured to support a stator frame, ¢) supporting the first stator
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frame on the first mounting interface of the first mounting
bracket, and d) supporting the second stator frame on the
second mounting interface of the second mounting bracket.
An equal shaft height is obtained for two stator frames of
different sizes in combination with a single mounting bracket
design when the stator frame abutments and the distances of
the corresponding mounting interfaces from the bottom sur-
face are appropriately dimensioned.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be explained in greater detail with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, wherein

FIG. 1 shows a mounting bracket according to one embodi-
ment of the invention,

FIG. 2 shows a motor assembly comprising a stator frame
supported on two mounting brackets of the type depicted in
FIG. 1,

FIGS. 34 and 35 shows two stator frames of different sizes
having the same shaft height, and

FIGS. 4a and 456 shows the definition of hole pattern
dimensions in a bottom view of two motor assemblies with
different stator frame sizes.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a mounting bracket 1 according to one
embodiment of the invention. The mounting bracket 1 com-
prises a bottom surface 2 for supporting the motor assembly
to a support structure. A first mounting interface 3 has a first
distance 10 from the bottom surface 2, and a second mounting
interface 4 has a second distance 11 from the bottom surface
2. The first and second mounting interfaces 3, 4 are config-
ured to support stator frames 7, 17 of different sizes. The
mounting interfaces 3, 4 do not need to be planar nor hori-
zontal as depicted in FIG. 1 but they can be of any form
suitable for supporting a stator frame 7, 17. Also the bottom
surface 2 can be of any form suitable for supporting the motor
assembly to a stationary support structure. When the bottom
surface 2 and the mounting interfaces 3, 4 are not parallel, it
is to be understood that with the distances 10, 11 between the
bottom surface 2 and the mounting interfaces 3, 4 average
distances between the two are meant.

The mounting bracket 1 is provided with four bottom holes
5 through the bottom surface 2 for attachment of the mounting
bracket 1 to a support structure. The positions of the bottom
holes 5 correspond to a hole pattern according to IEC stan-
dard. The first and the second mounting interfaces 3, 4 are
divided in two portions, each portion comprising an interface
hole 6 for attachment of the mounting bracket 1 to the stator
frame 7, 17. Both the bottom holes 5 and the interface holes 6
are positioned symmetrically in such a way that there exists a
plane of symmetry for the hole pattern. Also the remaining
structure of the mounting bracket 1 is symmetrical.

FIG. 2 shows an assembly comprising two identical
mounting brackets 1 attached with bolts 19 to a bottom of a
stator frame 7. The stator frame 7 has abutments 8 that coin-
cide with the first mounting interfaces 3 of the mounting
brackets 1. The hole patterns of the mounting brackets 1 are
symmetrical and thereby two identical and interchangeable
mounting brackets 1 can be used. In the assembly according
to FIG. 2 there are two mounting brackets 1 of the type
depicted in FIG. 1, but depending on the construction of the
mounting bracket 1 a suitable number of mounting brackets 1
may be any number different from two, such as one, three or
four.
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FIG. 3 shows two electrical motors both of which are
supported on identical mounting brackets 1 of the type
depicted in FIG. 1. The stator frame 7 of FIG. 3a is smaller
than the stator frame 17 of FIG. 35. The stator frame 7 of FIG.
3a is supported on the mounting interface 3 having a longer
distance 10 from the bottom surface 2, while the stator frame
17 of FIG. 354 is supported on the mounting interface 4 having
a shorter distance 11 from the bottom surface 2. Together with
the dimensions of the abutments 8, 18 the mounting bracket
dimensions cause the shaft heights 12 of the two motors to
become substantially equal.

According to FIG. 4, the positions of the bottom holes 5 in
relation to the axis of the motor shaft 9 and a shoulder 19
separating two different shaft diameters, corresponding to the
distances 13, 14, 15 and 16, are configured to be in compli-
ance with an industrial standard such as an IEC standard or
NEMA standard.

The invention is not limited to the embodiments shown
above, but the person skilled in the art may, of course, modify
them in a plurality of ways within the scope of the invention
as defined by the claims. Thus, the invention is not limited to
electrical motors, but may also be applied to other types of
motors.

What is claimed is:

1. A mounting bracket for an electrical motor, the mounting
bracket comprising:

a bottom surface configured to be mounted to a support

structure, and

a first mounting interface configured to support a stator

frame of a first size, said first mounting interface having
a first support surface that is disposed a first distance
from the bottom surface, and

a second mounting interface configured to support a stator

frame of a second size, said second mounting interface
having a second support surface that is disposed a sec-
ond distance from the bottom surface, the second dis-
tance being different from the first distance,

said first support surface and said second support surface

being different surfaces that are substantially parallel to
the bottom surface,

said bracket being adapted to provide concurrently said

first mounting interface and said second mounting inter-
face.

2. The mounting bracket of claim 1, wherein the bottom
surface comprises a substantially planar section, and wherein
the first and second support surfaces comprise substantially
planar sections which are substantially parallel with the sub-
stantially planar section of the bottom surface.

3. The mounting bracket of claim 1, wherein the mounting
bracket comprises at least three mounting interfaces at differ-
ent distances from the bottom surface, each mounting inter-
face being configured to support a stator frame.

4. The mounting bracket of claim 1, wherein the mounting
bracket comprises a bottom hole through the bottom surface.

5. The mounting bracket of claim 4, wherein the mounting
bracket comprises a plurality of bottom holes, and

wherein the positions of the bottom holes correspond to a

hole pattern according to an industrial standard.

6. The mounting bracket of claim 1, wherein all of the
mounting interfaces are divided in at least two portions.

7. The mounting bracket of claim 1, wherein the first and
second mounting interfaces each have at least one interface
hole.

8. A motor assembly comprising:

a stator frame having either a first size or a second size, and

a mounting bracket, the mounting bracket including
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a bottom surface configured to be mounted to a support
structure,

a first mounting interface configured to support the sta-
tor frame of the first size, said first mounting interface
having a first support surface that is disposed a first
distance from the bottom surface, and

a second mounting interface configured to support the
stator frame of the second size, said second mounting
interface having a second support surface that is dis-
posed a second distance from the bottom surface, the
second distance being different from the first distance,

said first support surface and said second support surface
being different surfaces that are substantially parallel
to the bottom surface,

said bracket being adapted to provide concurrently said
first mounting interface and said second mounting
interface,

wherein the stator frame is supported on one of the mount-

ing interfaces of the mounting bracket.

9. The motor assembly of claim 8, wherein the motor
assembly comprises a plurality of identical mounting brack-
ets, and wherein the stator frame is being supported on one of
the mounting interfaces of each mounting bracket.

10. The motor assembly of claim 9, further comprising a
motor shaft having a shoulder.

11. The motor assembly of claim 9, wherein the mounting
brackets comprise a plurality of bottom holes and wherein the
positions of the bottom holes in relation to the axis of the
motor shaft and the position of the shoulder correspond to an
industrial standard.

12. The motor assembly of claim 11, wherein the industrial
standard is an IEC standard or an NEMA standard.

13. A combination of a first motor assembly and second
motor assembly, the combination comprising:

the first motor assembly having a first stator frame of'a first

size, and

the second motor assembly having a second stator frame of

a second size, the first size being different from the

second size,

the first stator frame and the second stator frame being

supported respectively on first and second mounting
interfaces of identical mounting brackets, said mounting
brackets each being adapted to provide concurrently
said first and second mounting interfaces, said first
mounting interface of each mounting bracket having a
first support surface that is disposed a first distance from
a corresponding bottom surface of the respective mount-
ing bracket, said second mounting interface of each
mounting bracket having a second support surface that is
disposed a second, different distance from the corre-
sponding bottom surface of the respective mounting
bracket, said first and said second support surfaces of
each mounting bracket being different surfaces that are
substantially parallel to the corresponding bottom sur-
face of the respective mounting bracket,

the first and the second motor assemblies having a substan-

tially equal shaft height, the shaft height being defined

by the distance between an axis of the motor shaft and
the bottom surface.

14. A method for obtaining a substantially equal shaft
height for a first and second electrical motors having stator
frames of different sizes, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a first and second stator frames of different sizes;

providing a first and second mounting brackets, said first
and second mounting brackets are idntical, each of the
first and second mounting brackets including
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a bottom surface configured to be mounted to a support
structure, and
a first mounting interface having a first support surface
and second mounting interface having a second sup-
port surface, the first and second support surfaces
disposed at different distances from the bottom sur-
face, each mounting interface being configured to
support a stator frame,
said first support surface and said second support surface
being different surfaces that are substantially parallel
to the bottom surface,
said brackets each being adapted to provide concur-
rently said first and second mounting interfaces;
supporting the first stator frame on the first mounting inter-
face of the first mounting bracket; and
supporting the second stator frame on the second mounting
interface of the second mounting bracket.
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